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Unit 1 Title 

 “Connecting Themes Used in Second Grade Social Studies” 

Unit Focus 
This unit is designed to introduce students to the six themes that 
will feature prominently in second grade social studies. Activities 
will focus on distribution of power; individuals, groups, and 
institutions; location; production, distribution, and consumption; 
scarcity; and time, change, and continuity. At the conclusion of 
this unit students should demonstrate effective use of the 
enduring understandings, and apply the enduring 
understandings to their lives and to prior knowledge. 

Concepts Explored 

 Distribution of Power  

 individuals, Groups and Institutions  

 Location  

 Production 

 Distribution 

 Consumption  

 Scarcity  

 Time  

 Change  

 Continuity 

How You Can Support Your Child 

You can support your child by providing them quality text that that is directly correlated with the content in this unit.  There are a 

host of print and digital resources that are available for your child to read, as well as reliable online interactive sites that will help 

your child understand the information. 

 

 

Print Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 

Distribution of Power  

 Yertle the Turtle and Other Stories by Dr. Seuss  

 Duck for President by Doreen Cronin  
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Individuals, Groups, Institutions  

 Martin‟s Big Words by Doreen Rappaport  

 Dear Mr. Rosenwald by Carole Boston Weatherford  

 

Location  

 Miss Rumphius by Barbara Cooney  

 On the Same Day in March: A Tour of the World‟s Weather by Marilyn Singer  

 

Production, Distribution, & Consumption  

 How to Make Cherry Pie and see the USA by Marjorie Priceman  

 Ox-Cart Man by Donald Hall  

 

Scarcity  

 Mailing May by Michael Tunnell  

 The Great Fuzz Frenzy by Janet Stevens and Susan Stevens Crummel  

 

Time, Change, & Continuity  

 Roxaboxen by Alice McLerran  

 This is the Dream by Diane Z. Shore  

 

Digital Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 

 
 Scarcity: (from the National Standards in Economics - http://www.councilforeconed.org/ea/standards/standard.php?sid=1) 
  http://www.iknowthat.com/com 

  http://www.sldirectory.com/teachf/socsci.html 
 http://ecedweb.unomaha.edu/K-12/K-5concepts.cfm 

 

http://www.councilforeconed.org/ea/standards/standard.php?sid=1
http://www.iknowthat.com/com
http://www.sldirectory.com/teachf/socsci.html
http://ecedweb.unomaha.edu/K-12/K-5concepts.cfm
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Unit 2 Title 

  Our Georgia  

Unit Focus 
In this unit, students will use the theme of time, change, and 
continuity to begin to focus on Georgia’s government, 
geography, and economy in order to prepare them for later 
study of historical Georgians. Using the theme of distribution of 
power, students will compare the basics of state and national 
government, as well as the need rules/laws in society. Students 
will locate Georgia’s regions and major rives, and discuss the 
impact of geography on people’s lives through the theme of 
location. The theme of production, distribution, and 
consumption will be used to help students learn basic economic 
concepts that will be used throughout the year. 

Concepts Explored 

 read about and describe the lives of historical figures in 
Georgia history 

 Locate major topographical features of Georgia and will 
describe how these features define Georgia’s surface. 

 Blue Ridge Mountains 

 Piedmont  

 Coastal Plain 

 Valley and Ridge 

 Appalachian Plateau 

 major rivers:  

 Ocmulgee  

 Oconee 

 Altamaha 

 Savannah 

 St. Mary’s 

 Chattahoochee 

 Flint 

 Define the concept of government and the need for rules 
and laws 

 Identify the roles of the following elected officials: 

 President (leader of our nation) 

 Governor (leader of our state) 

 Mayor (leader of a city) demonstrate knowledge of the 
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state and national capitol buildings by identifying them 
from pictures and capitals of the United States of America 
(Washington, D.C.) and the state of Georgia (Atlanta) by 
locating them on appropriate maps. 

 identify ways in which goods and services are allocated (by 
price; 

 majority rule; contests; force; sharing; lottery; command; 
first-come, first-served; personal characteristics; and 
others). 

How You Can Support Your Child 

You can support your child by providing them quality text that that is directly correlated with the content in this unit.  There are a host 

of print and digital resources that are available for your child to read, as well as reliable online interactive sites that will help your child 

understand the information. 

 

Print Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 

  How the U.S. Government Works by Syd Sobel Jennie‟s  

 Hat by Ezra Jack Keats Katy  

 the Big Snow by Virginia Lee Burton  

 The Big Green Pocketbook by Candice Ransom Streaga 

 Nona by Tomie DePaola  

 Roxaboxen by Alice McLerran 
 

Digital Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 
 

 http://www.michigan.gov/documents/10-02Glossary_48851_7.pdf)   
  http://peachebooks.com/historical_people/resource_page  

 http://studentweb2.reinhardt.edu/psoe/Long18115/School_Tools/Web_Lessons/Web_quest/web_quest.htm  

 http://www.questgarden.com/57/53/6/071118061955/t-index.htm  

 http://www.lee.k12.ga.us/lcps/academics/standards/2nd/Social%20Studies.pdf  
 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/10-02Glossary_48851_7.pdf
http://peachebooks.com/historical_people/resource_page
http://studentweb2.reinhardt.edu/psoe/Long18115/School_Tools/Web_Lessons/Web_quest/web_quest.htm
http://www.questgarden.com/57/53/6/071118061955/t-index.htm
http://www.lee.k12.ga.us/lcps/academics/standards/2nd/Social%20Studies.pdf
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                                                                                            Unit 3 Title 

 “Georgia’s First People”  

Unit Focus 
During this unit, students will use the theme of individuals, 
groups, and institutions to understand the culture of the Creek 
and Cherokee, as well as the role of Sequoyah within Cherokee 
culture. In comparing the lifestyles of the Creek and Cherokee of 
the past to modern Georgians, students will use the theme of 
time, change, and continuity, as well as the idea of location. To 
learn about the resources used by the Creek, Cherokee, and 
modern Georgians, as well as the economics concepts of 
opportunity cost and ways we allocate resources, students will 
explore the themes of scarcity and production, distribution, and 
consumption. 
 

Concepts Explored 

 Read about the life and times of the Georgia Creeks and 
Cherokee, historical figures, in Georgia history paying 
careful attention to the following cultural and 
geographical :  

 Tools, clothing, homes, ways of making a living, and 
accomplishments 

 Describe examples of how the Creeks and Cherokee 
demonstrated positive citizenship traits. 

 Explain the idea of scarcity and how it makes people 
make choices.  

 Explore identify ways in which goods and services are 
allocated  

  

How You Can Support Your Child 

You can support your child by providing them quality text that that is directly correlated with the content in this unit.  There are a 

host of print and digital resources that are available for your child to read, as well as reliable online interactive sites that will help 

your child understand the information. 

 

Print Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 

 Itse Selu: Cherokee Harvest Festival by Daniel Pennington 
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 The Cherokee Little People by Marijo Moore. 

 First Fire by Marijo Moore. 

 The Ice Man by Marijo Moore. 

 The Trail of Tears by Joseph Bruchac 

 The Good Luck Cat by Joy Harjo 

 The Great Ball Game by Joseph Bruchac 

 Jingle Dancer by Cynthia Leitich Smith 
 

Digital Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 

 
 New Georgia Encyclopedia (Creek): http://www.newgeorgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-579&hl=y  

 The New Georgia Encyclopedia (Cherokee removal):  http://www.newgeorgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-
2722&hl=y  

 The New Georgia Encyclopedia (Sequoyah):  http://www.newgeorgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-618&sug=y  

 The Cherokee Nation (Oklahoma):  http://www.cherokee.org  

 The Creek (Muscogee) Nation:  http://www.themuscogeecreeknation.com 

 American Indians in Children’s Literature: http://www.americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com  

 National Museum of the American Indian:  http://www.nmai.si.edu/  

 Ocmulgee National Monument (Macon):  http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/  
 

http://www.newgeorgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-579&hl=y
http://www.newgeorgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2722&hl=y
http://www.newgeorgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2722&hl=y
http://www.newgeorgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-618&sug=y
http://www.cherokee.org/
http://www.themuscogeecreeknation.com/
http://www.americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
http://www.nmai.si.edu/
http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/


2nd Grade Social Studies Parent Guide                                             

March, 2014 
 

Unit 4 Title 

 “Georgia Becomes a Colony”  

Unit Focus 
As students begin to learn about the colonization of what is now 
Georgia by the English, they will use the theme of individuals, 
groups, and institutions to learn about significant individuals and 
groups during the colonial period, and the theme of location to 
understand how the geography of the colony hurt and helped all 
the different people who lived there and came to live there. The 
theme of production, distribution, and consumption will help 
students understand the basic economic motivations of the 
various groups in Georgia, and how the early colonial economy 
functioned. Finally, students will compare their loves today with 
the lives of Georgians in the past through the theme of time, 
change, and continuity. 

Concepts Explored 

 Read about the life and times of the James Oglethorpe, 
Tomochichi, and Mary Musgrove, historical figures, in 
Georgia history paying careful attention to the following 
cultural and geographical :  

 Tools, clothing, homes, ways of making a living, and 
accomplishments 

 Describe examples of how James Oglethorpe, 
Tomochichi, and Mary Musgrove demonstrated positive 
citizenship traits. 

 Explain the idea of scarcity and how it makes people 
make choices.  

 Explore identify ways in which goods and services are 
allocated  

  

How You Can Support Your Child 

You can support your child by providing them quality text that that is directly correlated with the content in this unit.  There are a 

host of print and digital resources that are available for your child to read, as well as reliable online interactive sites that will help 

your child understand the information. 

 

Print Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 
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 I Have a Dream: The Story of Martin Luther King by Margaret Davidson (Informational) 

 Free At Last: The Story of Martin Luther King, Jr. by Angela Bull  

 Martin's Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by Doreen Rappaport   

 Jackie Robinson - A Short Biography for Kids by Jonathan Madden  

 Stealing Home: The Story Of Jackie Robinson by Barry Denenberg  

 
Digital Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 

 
 http://peachebooks.com/historical_people/resource_page 

  http://images.search.yahoo.com 

 http://www.biography.com/ 

  http://eastanolleemediacenter.com/historicalgeorgiafigures.htm 

  http://www.georgiahistory.com/containers/113 

 http://www.bigorrin.org/creek_kids.htm 
 

http://peachebooks.com/historical_people/resource_page
http://images.search.yahoo.com/
http://www.biography.com/
http://eastanolleemediacenter.com/historicalgeorgiafigures.htm
http://www.georgiahistory.com/containers/113
http://www.bigorrin.org/creek_kids.htm
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Unit 5 Title 

 “Georgians and Civil Rights”  

Unit Focus 
During this unit, students will learn about two native-born 
Georgians who were influential in the Civil Rights Movement: 
Jackie Robinson and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Using the theme 
of individuals, groups, and institutions, students will explore 
why each of these men was significant and the changes that he 
helped to make in society. The themes of location and time, 
change, and continuity will help students understand the 
cultural changes that occurred because of the Movement. 
Finally, students will use the theme of scarcity to discuss 
opportunity cost and choice-making within in the context of 
Robinson and King’s lives. 

Concepts Explored 

 Read about the life and times of the Jackie Robinson, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., historical figures, in Georgia history 
paying careful attention to the following cultural and 
geographical :  

 Tools, clothing, homes, ways of making a living, and 
accomplishments 

 Describe examples of how Jackie Robinson and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. demonstrated positive citizenship traits. 

 Explain the idea of scarcity and how it makes people make 
choices.  

 Explore identify ways in which goods and services are 
allocated  
 

 

How You Can Support Your Child 

You can support your child by providing them quality text that that is directly correlated with the content in this unit.  There are a 

host of print and digital resources that are available for your child to read, as well as reliable online interactive sites that will help 

your child understand the information. 

 

Print Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 

 The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper 
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 Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes  

 The Lorax by Dr. Seuss 

 The Seven Continents by Wil Mara 

 Me on a Map by Joan Sweeney  
 

Digital Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 

 
 Interactive Map Games for Primary level Students:   http://www.primarygames.com/social_studies.php 

 Economics for Kids: http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/economics.htm 

 Life Long Ago & Today: 
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=life+long+ago&FORM=VIRE5#view=detail&mid=DB7609930F01E718D718DB7609930
F01E718D718 

 Personal Finance:  http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/economics/ 
 

http://www.primarygames.com/social_studies.php
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/economics.htm
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=life+long+ago&FORM=VIRE5#view=detail&mid=DB7609930F01E718D718DB7609930F01E718D718
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=life+long+ago&FORM=VIRE5#view=detail&mid=DB7609930F01E718D718DB7609930F01E718D718
http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/economics/
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Unit 6 Title 

 “Being a Georgian Today: Jimmy Carter & Me”  

Unit Focus 
During this unit, the students will use President Jimmy Carter as 
an example of how our state has changed over time. They will 
discuss his various political and personal roles using the themes 
of distribution of power and individuals, groups, and institutions. 
The ideas of location and time, change, and continuity will help 
students explore the differences in President Carter’s life and 
their own lives, and the changes that have occurred within 
President Carter’s lifetime. Finally, they will wrap up their study 
of economics by using the theme of scarcity to discuss 
opportunity cost, choice-making, and personal financial choices. 

Concepts Explored 

 Read and describe the Jimmy Carter’s life and the impact 
his positive character traits had on human rights and 
leadership. 

 Compare and contrast the similarities and differences of 
Jimmy Carter’s life with present day people.  

 Identify the roles of the President and the Governor  

 Explain scarcity and opportunity cost 

 Explore personal finance   

How You Can Support Your Child 

You can support your child by providing them quality text that that is directly correlated with the content in this unit.  There are a 

host of print and digital resources that are available for your child to read, as well as reliable online interactive sites that will help 

your child understand the information. 

 

Print Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 

 Jimmy Carter: A Life of Friendship by Sheila Anderson  

 Jimmy Carter: A Life of Service (Awesome Values in Famous Lives) by Barbara Kramer 

 Jimmy Carter: Beyond the Presidency (Picture-Story Biographies) by Mellonee Carrigan 

 What Can You Do With Money?: Earning, Spending, And Saving By Larson, Jennifer 

 Rules and Laws (First Step Nonfiction: Government) by Ann-Marie Kishel 
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Digital Resources (suggested text only others may be used) 

 Jimmy Carter For Kids: http://www.jimmycarter.info/justforkids_1.html 

 Jimmy Carter National Historic Site http://www.nps.gov/jica/forkids/index.htm 

 Character Education Website: www.goodcharacter.com 

 Personal Finance: http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/economics/savingandspending/sequenceorder/ 
 

 
  

http://www.jimmycarter.info/justforkids_1.html
http://www.nps.gov/jica/forkids/index.htm
http://www.goodcharacter.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/economics/savingandspending/sequenceorder/
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